JOHN EAGER HOWARD, Efquire, Governor. 1790,

and every caufe, complaint and ackion, real, perfonal or mixed, of whatever kind C H A P
or nature it fhall be, in any court of judicature within this ftate ; and by that KXVL
name they, and any of them, and. their fucceflors, fhall, and they are hereby ena-~
bled to take, hold, poflefs and enjoy, any gift, donation or prefent, which fhall
or may hereafter be given, devifed or bequeathed, by any perfon or perfons what-
foever, to them, or any of them, for and towards the fupport and maintenance
of the peor in the faid county; and they, or any of them, may receive, by wiy
of fubfcription, any fum or fums of money which fhall or may be given for the
better and more fpeedy promoting the benefit and good by this act intended ; and
that they have full power, authority and ability, to purchafe, take, hold, receive,
enjoy and have, to ‘them and their fucceflors for ever, any lands, tenements and
hereditaments, not exceeding the yearly value of five hundred pounds current mo-~
ney ; and are hereby empowered and authorifed to ufe one common feal in their
bufinefs relating to faid corporation, and the fame, if neceflary, to change and al-
ter; and that the faid perfons fo incorporated, and their fucceflors, thall be truf-
tees in perpetual fucceffion for ever, to be continued in way and manner hereafter
fpecified, with full and abfolute power, liberty and authority, in the making and
ordaining fuch laws, orders and rules, for the better relieving, regulating, and fet-
ting the poor to work, and punifhing vagrants, beggars, vagabonds, and other
offenders, and for the good government of the faid alms and work-houfe in their
faid county, as to them, and their fucceflors, thall, from time to time, appear
moft fit and requifite, all which thall be obferved by the overfeer of fuch alms
and work-houfe, and by all poor, beggars, vagrants, vagabonds, and other of-
fenders, in fuch alms and work-houfe, under the penalties therein contained ;

provided always, that the faid rules, laws and orders, be no ways contrary to the
laws of this ftate.

IV. Qnd, to perpetuate the fucceflion of the aforefaid number of feven truftees
for the poor in faid county, B¢ it enafied, That as often as any one of the faid How vacan-
traftees for the poor fhall die, or remove himfelf out of the county, refufe to qua- gies are tobe
lify himfelf by taking and fubfcribing the oaths or affirmations aforefaid, or be- "
come incapable of acting, the truftees for the time being, then furviving and re-
maining within the faid county, or the major part of them, are hereby authorifed
and required to ele&, nominate and choofe, one of the inhabitants of faid count
in the place and room of fuch truftee, and fo fill up the full number of truftees
for fuch alms and work-houfe ; which perfons, fo eleted and chofen from time
to time, are always to be qualified .in the fame manner as before by this a& is
directed.

V. and be it enafien, That every perfon by this a& appointed as a troftee for Penalty on
the poor, or that fhall hereafter be nominated and appointed as fuch purfuant to [S%"% *°
the direCtions thereof, and whe fhall wilfully refufe or delay to take upon him the
faid office, fhall forfeit and pay, for every fuch refufal and delay, the fum of ten
pounds current money ; provided, that no member of the general affembly, cler-
gyman, attorney or practifing phyfician, be obliged to accept and take upon him

_the fame, and that no judge of the general court, county magiftrate or fheriff, or
any .one who hath not the qualification to be 2 member of the general aflembly,
if elected, fhall be capable to be chofen or act as a truftee aforefaid, nor fhall any
perfon be compellable to {erve in lefs than three years after he has ferved, or paid
the faid forfeiture for not ferving, as a traftee aforefaid.

VI. 9nd, for enabling the faid truftees to purchafe land and ere& an alms
and work-houfe in the faid county, Be it enafted, That the faid truftees, or the prygec; 5
major part of them, be and they are hereby authorifed and empowered, from time draw on cols
20 time as occafion fhall require, to draw upon the collector of Calvert county for Jector, &c.
21l or any part of the money by this a& affeffed, levied and collected, as fhall re-.
main in his hands, which the faid truftees, or the major part of them, fhall think
sieceflary for the ufes and purpofes mentioned in this act. “

VII. nDd be it enalten, That the faid truftees, of the majot part of thei, aps To purchale -
pointed as afoccfaid, (hall and they are heteby autherifed, directed and required, '
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